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A message from the Board of Directors:
We wish you peace and joy this holiday season. If there is one thing we’ve learned in 2020, it is that 
when we come together (even digitally!) we are powerful beyond measure. Our Board of Directors is 
so proud of the work that has been done and the milestones reached by every programming aspect 
of Wahat al Salam – Neve Shalom. As we send you our good will for the coming year, we are also  
excited to invite you to join our cause. Read on to learn about what we’ve accomplished and what this 
community has planned for the future. Hope is alive and well in Wahat al Salam – Neve Shalom. We are 
grateful to share that hope with you.BE
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Planned Giving
Will your legacy continue your commitment to the 
work of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam?
A bequest or a planned gift to AFNSWAS keeps 
your commitment.

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is a not-for-profit organization with 501(c)(3) status under the Internal  
Revenue  Service Code. We do not sell, trade, rent or otherwise disclose donor information. Our donor privacy policy is available 
on our website or by mail. Official registration and financial information of American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam may 
be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration 
does not imply endorsement.

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
229 N. Central Ave Ste. 401 Glendale, CA 91203-3541

Phone: (818) 662-8883 Email: afnswas@oasisofpeace.org
 Donate: www.oasisofpeace.org/donate

https://www.facebook.com/oasisofpeaceNeveShalom 

The new CARES act allows for cash contributions to qualified charities such as AFNSWAS  
to be deducted up to 100% of your adjusted gross income for the 2020 calendar year. The 
new CARES act allows all taxpayers to take a charitable deduction of up to $300, even if  
you do not itemize.

Year End 2020 Newsletter

“I was on track to working as a neurobiologist but I realized that if I am “here”  
(Israel), I need to address the issues of “here.” I realized have responsibilities 
to my unborn child. My child will ask me- “so you understood the issues, the 
problems - what did you do?” – Roi Silberberg

   I had heard about the separation wall but I didn’t 
know how bad the situation is. I tried to put myself in 
the shoes of the Palestinians…[and consider] our  
responsibility as human beings. — The School For Peace
“ “

We hope you will join us in congratulating 
Roi Silberberg as he begins his new position 
as Program Director of the School for Peace 
(SFP). With an MA in Human Rights from the 
University of Malta and a PhD in Philosophy of 
Education from Haifa University, Roi became 
a facilitator for groups in conflict in 2016. Un-
der his guidance, we anticipate great accom-
plishments for both the curriculums developed 
at the School for Peace, and for our many  
dedicated graduates.
 

In addition to continuing the successful 
peace-building training projects for which the 
School for Peace is internationally renowned, 
the main focus the year ahead will be finding 
ways for the SFP to work relationally with NGOs 
in Israel. In this way, our essential cross-cultural  
work can have a systemic impact in the wider  
NGO world. We are lifting up voices and  
leaders which have been sorely missing from 
the national and international conversations. 
Pushing for systemic change in addition can 
only deepen our success.

Finding Purpose Across Boundaries

The Spiritual Center is collaborating with Israeli Rabbis for Human Rights on a new program. We 
are working with a multi-cultural group of Israeli citizens, many of whom have personal, family and  
community experiences of abuses of basic human rights. Taking place at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam 
and at specific locations outside, the program’s activities and dialogues are models for integrating  
pluralism and democracy into Human Rights work – just the sort of combination to which Neve  
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is so particularly well-suited and experienced.

The Spiritual Center begins its exciting work with Israel’s younger religious (Christian, Muslim, 
Jewish) leaders, facilitated by an observant Muslim and an observant Jew, both women. Meeting  
at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam for full days and, when permissible, overnight at the guesthouse,  
every meeting starts with a sacred text from one of the three traditions giving shape to the 
day’s powerful discussions. The participants are committed to bringing this work into their own  
congregations, creating positive change in their own communities. With your support, we will 
continue this work in 2021.

2020 has been a year none of us will soon forget. We have met challenges, both from the  
international COVID pandemic and a hate-fueled arson attack. But, by coming together as a  
community, by focusing on the essential tasks at hand, by fully committing to our mission of  
justice, we emerge stronger and more prepared build pathways to peace in Israel for every  
citizen, especially for the youngest generation. We must - their future depends on it. It is our great  
honor to have you as a member of our community. We wish you health, hope, and happiness in the  
coming year.

“When I am called by the SFP to facilitate a Youth Workshop, I feel as if my life has meaning.”

A New Director, An Ongoing Mission

For up to date news, visit our redesigned website
https://www.oasisofpeace.org/



Even with the challenges of social distancing, the NADI Youth Center still made a marked difference  
in young lives. The Nadi and the Spiritual Center got together with the film department and student 
union of Tel Aviv University to host ten volunteer students who taught the young people of the  
village filmmaking skills. Together, they produced a film in which they interviewed some of the  
long-term village members. Afterwards, there was a screening of films outside on the Primary  
School grounds, to which dozens of participants came - a  
lovely evening during the period between national lockdowns.

In September, the Nadi gained a Palestinian coordinator,  
Reem Haj Yahya, village member and recent psychology  
graduate. Reem grew up in the village and attended its 
school. Later she also studied group facilitation at the School 
for Peace and worked in the Communications and Devel-
opment office to successfully coordinate two consecutive  
Palestinian summer camps. Upon Reem’s  
graduation and Lihi’s return from maternity 
leave, the Nadi team reopened the theater club 
and recruited two young volunteers from the  
regional council. They have also put together a 
team of three young guides who grew up in the 
village. 

With your support, Reem and Lihi are producing  
a full year of activities for the youth. Among the 
first activities will be a community event to raise 
donations for children who are in a shelter for  
battered women, part of a month-long campaign  
against gender-based violence, leading up to The  
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women.

As is true for all educators and students, the struggles of distance learning at the Primary School 
have been difficult to overcome. It is a testament to the commitment and skill of our teachers 
that students remain engaged. Students can be observed working together and communicating  
bilingually, despite being in a “digital” classroom. But in spite of our best efforts and the gifts of 
our remarkable community, some students still struggle with access. We’ve discovered that some  
parents felt embarrassed to ask for the help they needed to procure computers and/or internet  
access. But now that the ongoing necessity has become clear, these parents have come to us asking 
for help and we must show up for those students, all thirty-five of them. That’s a $35,000 commit-
ment to educational equity. But it’s the start of building the future together. 

Additionally, our expanding teacher staff requires further training to best serve our multi-cultural  
and multi-lingual students. With your support, we can provide the assistance veteran teachers need 
to better mentor and train our new teachers. Our goal is, as always, to create a supportive and  
nurturing learning environment for every student, every day. This remains true whether students join 
us on campus or log in to a zoom meeting. At the end of this winter term, we can look forward to 
showing you the work and telling you the stories of our great digital learning adventures.

Rising From the Ashes

Creating Positive Impact by Activating Leaders

Making a Difference in Student Lives Moving Forward Through Creation

The Oasis Gallery’s 9th exhibition, on display 
throughout summer, closed on Sept. 27th. 
The exhibition was devoted to the creativity 
of the village residents themselves. A multi- 
generational group including young children as 
part of after-school sessions gathered on the  
gallery patio. Several students were surprised to  
discover works by their parents or other people  
in the NSWAS community whose creative  
talents they did not know! The closing event  
included those from school age to old age, 
including adults from the village’s second 
generation.
 
Just two days after the closing event, the  
second of two arson attacks took place in the  
village.  While less damaging,  the fire was  
directly above the Oasis Gallery. There was no 

direct damage to the gallery itself, but there 
was considerable secondary damage from the 
automatic sprinkler system. As many artworks 
as possible were rescued, so now the work of 
cleaning and restoring can begin. 
 
But with the incredible support of our interna-
tional community, we expect the Oasis Gallery 
to move forward and host more opportunities 
for artistic expression. Already, the Oasis Gallery 
continues with its other activities, which include 
meetings in nature, in the studio, and guided  
visits to view an existing exhibition or collection.  
In these final months of the year programming  
will include a meeting to “meet, learn and  
create” in Ein Hod and Ein Hud, an “artists  
hosting artists” session, this time on the Gallery 
patio, including a discussion and lecture event.

The next, and last, exhibition intended for 2020 will 
be on the theme “Local and Global Climate Change,” 
which will surely draw thought-provoking and 
impactful artworks from our community.
Should you wish to join us to view the works 
digitally, make sure you are following
the Oasis Gallery!                                   — Dyana Shaloufi, Director

The community is committed to rebuilding the School for Peace buildings destroyed in the September 
arson attack. In fact, graduates of the Architects and Urban planners SFP course are working on creative 
designs that will accommodate new ways of holding both youth and adult workshops in spaces near 
each other. Both the workshops and the buildings are being redesigned to accommodate this priority 
of holding adult and youth workshops in parallel, creating opportunities for mentoring and networking. 
Truly, the SFP is rising from the ashes even stronger than before, and this is in no small part due to the 
strength of our cross-cultural relationships, and our international support network.

    When the village found itself
under attack (by arson), I lost
hope for a moment but then I 
saw the community show up
for a day of solidarity…
I saw that we are not alone. 
We found hope.
– Samah (Communications and Development Director)

“ “

Despite the social distancing measure required  
for the safety of those who participate in 
the School for Peace programming, and the  
challenges presented by the arson attack, the 
School For Peace successfully activated new and 
ongoing programs. With your support, we will 
continue to launch training courses and create  
change agents. For over thirty years, the School 
for Peace has developed a model for raising  
awareness, promoting reconciliation and un-
derstanding, creating dialogue, and motivating  
individuals towards social action that strength-
ens human rights and equality.
 

Through SFP programs, Jewish and Arab people  
in Israel and Palestine build groups to enact  
social change and strengthen equality and  
democracy in the region and beyond. In 2020, 
programming included trainings created for 
lawyers, city planners, theater and film artists, 
leaders in “Mixed Cities,” and more. We continue  
to learn that every person has the power to turn 
those around them toward peacemaking and  
justice – but they must receive ample support 
and training to effectively do so. Together, thanks 
to your remarkable generosity, we continue to 
make incredible strides in building the better 
world our children deserve.

Strong Starts & New Beginnings

 Projects initiated by participants included:
 » An ecological and environmental project raising awareness of the 
contamination of rivers and streams running through Palestine and 
Israel.

 » Teaching Israeli and Palestinian farmers to work together in bee 
keeping and preservation.

 » Advancing the right to free movement (in collaboration with GISHA 
an Israeli-based NGO).

 » An appeal to the Israeli Supreme Court to stop funding of 
settlement expansion.   

 » Women’s empowerment courses in Ramallah and a training course 
for management executives in the Palestinian Authority.

 »  An empowerment course for Jewish and Palestinian women in the 
Galilee.

 » Political and informational projects promoting the “Two State One 
Homeland" idea and presenting it at major international venues.

 » Organizing public events and demonstrations against the 
occupation.

9

Join Us in Building the Future
WASNS was one of Israel’s first social action peace organizations and has 
been working for over forty years advancing an egalitarian, pluralistic and 
just society. The School for Peace does not receive government funding 
and relies on your support to reach an increasing number of youth and 
adults with a vision for a shared future.

The demands for our programs are growing and your generous 
contribution can continue to strengthen the path to peace.

Contributions to the School for Peace at Neve Shalom 
Wahat al-Salam can be made to:
Bank Hapoalim #12/690
King George 16, Jerusalem
Account Name: The School for Peace,  
Amutat Yedide Hamosadot Hachinuchiim
Account # 694344 Swift: POALILIT
IBAN: IL64-0126-9000-0000-0694-344
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Revenue  Service Code. We do not sell, trade, rent or otherwise disclose donor information. Our donor privacy policy is available 
on our website or by mail. Official registration and financial information of American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam may 
be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration 
does not imply endorsement.

The American Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
229 N. Central Ave Ste. 401 Glendale, CA 91203-3541

Phone: (818) 662-8883 Email: afnswas@oasisofpeace.org
 Donate: www.oasisofpeace.org/donate

https://www.facebook.com/oasisofpeaceNeveShalom 

The new CARES act allows for cash contributions to qualified charities such as AFNSWAS  
to be deducted up to 100% of your adjusted gross income for the 2020 calendar year. The 
new CARES act allows all taxpayers to take a charitable deduction of up to $300, even if  
you do not itemize.

Year End 2020 Newsletter

“I was on track to working as a neurobiologist but I realized that if I am “here”  
(Israel), I need to address the issues of “here.” I realized have responsibilities 
to my unborn child. My child will ask me- “so you understood the issues, the 
problems - what did you do?” – Roi Silberberg

   I had heard about the separation wall but I didn’t 
know how bad the situation is. I tried to put myself in 
the shoes of the Palestinians…[and consider] our  
responsibility as human beings. — The School For Peace
“ “

We hope you will join us in congratulating 
Roi Silberberg as he begins his new position 
as Program Director of the School for Peace 
(SFP). With an MA in Human Rights from the 
University of Malta and a PhD in Philosophy of 
Education from Haifa University, Roi became 
a facilitator for groups in conflict in 2016. Un-
der his guidance, we anticipate great accom-
plishments for both the curriculums developed 
at the School for Peace, and for our many  
dedicated graduates.
 

In addition to continuing the successful 
peace-building training projects for which the 
School for Peace is internationally renowned, 
the main focus the year ahead will be finding 
ways for the SFP to work relationally with NGOs 
in Israel. In this way, our essential cross-cultural  
work can have a systemic impact in the wider  
NGO world. We are lifting up voices and  
leaders which have been sorely missing from 
the national and international conversations. 
Pushing for systemic change in addition can 
only deepen our success.

Finding Purpose Across Boundaries

The Spiritual Center is collaborating with Israeli Rabbis for Human Rights on a new program. We 
are working with a multi-cultural group of Israeli citizens, many of whom have personal, family and  
community experiences of abuses of basic human rights. Taking place at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam 
and at specific locations outside, the program’s activities and dialogues are models for integrating  
pluralism and democracy into Human Rights work – just the sort of combination to which Neve  
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is so particularly well-suited and experienced.

The Spiritual Center begins its exciting work with Israel’s younger religious (Christian, Muslim, 
Jewish) leaders, facilitated by an observant Muslim and an observant Jew, both women. Meeting  
at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam for full days and, when permissible, overnight at the guesthouse,  
every meeting starts with a sacred text from one of the three traditions giving shape to the 
day’s powerful discussions. The participants are committed to bringing this work into their own  
congregations, creating positive change in their own communities. With your support, we will 
continue this work in 2021.

2020 has been a year none of us will soon forget. We have met challenges, both from the  
international COVID pandemic and a hate-fueled arson attack. But, by coming together as a  
community, by focusing on the essential tasks at hand, by fully committing to our mission of  
justice, we emerge stronger and more prepared build pathways to peace in Israel for every  
citizen, especially for the youngest generation. We must - their future depends on it. It is our great  
honor to have you as a member of our community. We wish you health, hope, and happiness in the  
coming year.

“When I am called by the SFP to facilitate a Youth Workshop, I feel as if my life has meaning.”

A New Director, An Ongoing Mission

For up to date news, visit our redesigned website
https://www.oasisofpeace.org/
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A message from the Board of Directors:
We wish you peace and joy this holiday season. If there is one thing we’ve learned in 2020, it is that 
when we come together (even digitally!) we are powerful beyond measure. Our Board of Directors is 
so proud of the work that has been done and the milestones reached by every programming aspect 
of Wahat al Salam – Neve Shalom. As we send you our good will for the coming year, we are also  
excited to invite you to join our cause. Read on to learn about what we’ve accomplished and what this 
community has planned for the future. Hope is alive and well in Wahat al Salam – Neve Shalom. We are 
grateful to share that hope with you.BE
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Shalom/Wahat al-Salam is so particularly well-suited and experienced.

The Spiritual Center begins its exciting work with Israel’s younger religious (Christian, Muslim, 
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every meeting starts with a sacred text from one of the three traditions giving shape to the 
day’s powerful discussions. The participants are committed to bringing this work into their own  
congregations, creating positive change in their own communities. With your support, we will 
continue this work in 2021.

2020 has been a year none of us will soon forget. We have met challenges, both from the  
international COVID pandemic and a hate-fueled arson attack. But, by coming together as a  
community, by focusing on the essential tasks at hand, by fully committing to our mission of  
justice, we emerge stronger and more prepared build pathways to peace in Israel for every  
citizen, especially for the youngest generation. We must - their future depends on it. It is our great  
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